Using Photographs in Collages
Ansel Adams once said, "Photography is more than a medium for factual communication of ideas.  It is a creative art".  I think he made a great point.  So, why not include one form of creative art into another by including photographs in your collage?  

I am fascinated with stone carvings and the process required of a sculptor to change the stone from a rough block into the shape of a finished statue.  My appreciation for this talent has resulted in my passion for photographing statuary, and it is often the photograph of a statue that inspires my collages. My "Beauty in Stone" series is an expression of the stirring of my soul while in the presence of such talent and each piece from that series incorporates a photograph of a statue or stone carving as the source of inspiration.  But photographs don't need to be limited to statues.  They can include anything that moves or inspires you and your creative juices.

If you're feeling motivated to experiment with photographs in your collages, here are a few tips and suggestions to get you started:

· Use original photographs to avoid copyright infringement 

· Choose matte over glossy prints to reduce glare and to limit the visibility of finger prints and smudges during the application process 

· Consider the colors in your photograph when planning the color palette of your overall piece 

· When using actual photographs, order print sizes to fit the scale of your completed work (which may mean cutting a desired section from a larger print size) 

· Contrast black and white photographs against a profusion of bold and bright pigments, and consider hand-coloring the photographs with water colors or colored pencils for added interest 

· Cut your photograph into geometric pieces and arrange the pieces to create visual rhythm or pattern

Photographs can make a great focal point and can add a unique dimension to any collage.  Practice using photographs in your collages and remember that the photographs can be of any activity and in any setting.  Let the objects of the photograph move you creatively.  
“Hardening of the categories causes art disease.” 

W. Eugene Smith
 

 

 

About the Artist:  Kristen Clark is a successful collage artist, and the owner and founder of His Witness Ministries.  Additionally, she has spent 11 years in the marketing department of a Fortune 100 technology company, and her success in business has aided her success in ministry and in her artistic endeavors.  You can contact Kristen by email at kristens@hiswitness.org.  Visit her web site at www.hiswitness.org and explore her inspirational collages.  
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