"Treasure of the Heart" by Kristen Clark 
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"Creating this mixed-media collage was different in that I applied some collage techniques I learned during a demonstration I attended in January.  Also, during the creation of this work, I stayed in my right brain for as long as possible before letting my left brain take over.  In this regard, I gave myself permission and freedom to allow “creative design” to take a turn.  For example, beneath many layers are red stamped crosses which are not evident in the final piece, and yet I was inspired to include them early in the process.  The fact that they were not prevalent in the end is a reminder to me of the artistic journey and that we can “start over” at any time.  
 
For this work, I used a gesso board, various acrylic paints and a slew of decorative papers and tissue.  I also added two pages from an old Christianity Today magazine to frame my message.  The embellishments were quite fun and turned out to be little works of art in and of themselves, not to mention a good reminder to save everything!  The heart was actually a cardboard lid to a box of Dove’s chocolate candies, which I covered in red tissue, stained and embellished (thanks Aunt Marj for a gift that gave twice).  The rectangular box was a lid from an old stationary set which I covered in gold tissue and adorned with scripture and more stain.  I finished off the piece by adding to the left and lower sides two pieces of a broken 5x7 gold frame.  
 
This piece was great fun to create and I am thrilled with the end result!"
 
Watch a video on how this piece evolved: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5dctJff1PPQ
 
Watch this video that articulates Kristen's artist statement: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y6PHP-9GlJI 


About The Artist: Kristen is an award-winning artist and member of the Northwest Art League and Lone Start Art Guild.  She uses photography and mixed media collages to illustrate her love for Christ and reflect on His influence in her life.  Proceeds from the sale of Kristen's art go to furthering the ministry, and donations of select pieces are available to support fund-raisers of partnering organizations, including silent auctions and raffles.  You can see more of Kristen's works below - just scroll down! 
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