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Tree of Patience

By Melanie Wade

“Virtual Art Gallery” at www.melanieleslie.com
Artist’s Reflection:
In 2002, as a response to the overwhelming shock of the September 11 attacks on the World Trade Center, a group of women from a Houston-based organization known as WIVLA (Women in the Visual and Literary Arts) organized an exhibition called “Seeds of Healing: Garden of Hope” whose purpose it was to benefit Crisis Intervention of Houston.  The organizing committee drew inspiration from historical proverbs and every participating volunteer drew a proverb blindly from a basket and then used that proverb as inspiration for a piece of visual art to be on public exhibition in downtown Houston.  As I awaited my turn to draw a proverb from the basket, I remember thinking that this would be something like pulling a fortune from a fortune cookie and giving visual life to its message.
When I unfolded the sliver of paper that the revealed the words that I would begin to ponder and research for my project, I was delighted to have had the fortune of pulling a proverb of Gaelic origin.  It read, “There is not a tree in Heaven higher than the tree of patience.”  My research revealed that “The fir tree is a symbol of the Christian virtue of patience.  It can also represent the “elect” of Heaven”(1) and that information took me back to a summer 20 years earlier when I had sat peacefully and patiently atop a Colorado ridge sketching the firs and listening to the quiet.  This “mountain top experience” recorded in my sketchbook became the visual source for my finished work, a mixed media collage built from interesting but seemingly insignificant bits and scraps of items readily found in my studio (a conscious act of rebuilding something strong and positive from the ruins of torn and shattered bits of our experiences).  The predominately azure palette recalls a symbolic tradition of referencing the sky as a representation of the celestial realm.
(1) Signs & Symbols in Christian Art, George Ferguson, Oxford University Press, 1954

