Featured Writing

An Excerpt from "Hurricane Rita and Her Silver Lining" by Kristen Clark 


    It was Thursday, September 22, and Rita had been upgraded to a category 5 hurricane and was headed directly for Houston! My husband and I knew we needed to continue with our plans and get out of town; we simply wanted to get out of the path of all anticipated destruction.  
    
    We had a full tank of gas, a cooler filled with water and food, a few suitcases, a Bible and reservations at a hotel in Kerrville – just a 4.5 hour drive away.   Panic was settling in Houston and gasoline and water were running out quickly.  It was time to go!

    We left at noon but we weren’t the only ones desperate to get out of town; the roads quickly became clogged with traffic.  It was suggested on the radio to drive as long as we could with no air conditioning in order to conserve gas.  Unfortunately, it was 107 degrees when we left and that alone made the conditions unbearable.  We talked about taking the chance on gas and running the A/C while we headed out of town.  We also talked about conserving the gas and risking the car overheating – or worse, us overheating.  We began to pray.

    We prayed for safety and protection, and for courage and strength.  We even prayed for our tank of gas and we carefully monitored the needle on the gas gauge.  Surprisingly, when it reached the point of being half-empty it didn’t move again for a very long time.  In fact, our single tank of gas lasted 12 hours, during which we drove just under 100 miles from Tomball to Giddings and watched in horror as numerous cars dropped off the road from being overheated or from running out of gasoline.  There were hundreds of vehicles lined up on both sides of Hwy 290 as we continued to drive towards Kerrville.  We passed gas station after gas station, all with no gas to purchase, and continued forward.  

    After finally fueling up in Giddings, we reached Kerrville some 17 hours after our trip had begun.  We got there, and we got there safely!  However, the adventure continued and just a few hours later we were met with more challenges!  The hotel where we had reservations sold our pre-paid rooms out from under us and we couldn’t find a hotel within 200 miles that had any vacancy.  With the increasing number of people evacuating Houston, all they could do was refer us to the Red Cross.  

    We weren’t sure what to do, and so we decided to head home and try to make it back before Rita hit Houston.  At a minimum, we could return back to Brenham and stay at a shelter there for the night.  After all, we saw nearly 20 National Guard trucks arrive as we were pulling out of town earlier that day.  Surely, they were pitching tents and setting up shelter for those in need. 

    Well, God had other plans...
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101 Stories of Gratitude, Fortitude, and Silver Linings
"This follow-on book to Tough Times, Tough People continues Chicken Soup for the Soul’s focus on inspiration and hope in these difficult times. These inspirational stories remind us that each day holds something to be thankful for — whether it is having the sun shine or having food on the table. Power outages and storms, health scares and illnesses, job woes and financial insecurities, housing challenges and family worries test us all. But there is always a silver lining. The simple pleasures of family, home, health, and inexpensive good times are described. These stories of optimism, faith, and strength will make a great start to 2010."
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