"For the Son of Man Is Come To Seek and To Save That Which Was Lost" by Jeremy Sams
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About the Artist:
Jeremy Sams is a Christian artist from Archdale, North Carolina. He was raised in Farmer, N.C., with the Uwharrie Mountains and a country setting as his surrounding landscape. 
Jeremy was born in 1977. He recognized his God-given talent for painting at the age of 16. "It is my goal as an artist to replicate the beauty of God's creation and capture the majesty of His handiwork through painting. He is the ultimate artist and it is my obligation and privilege to honor Him with my work." 
He has been featured in many news publications including: The Winston-Salem Journal, The Courier Tribune, The High Point Enterprise, The Thomasville Times, The Denton Orator, The Randolph Guide, The Newton Observer, and The Archdale-Trinity News. Jeremy has also won awards for his artwork such as: the Randolph County Superintendant's Choice Award, and the Paul Green Multimedia Award, presented by the North Carolina Society of Historians, Inc.

Jeremy's artwork can be seen in art galleries, churches, homes, businesses, and restaurants. His work ranges from portraits on canvas, landscapes, still-lifes, and murals on walls, ceilings, floors, faux finishes, and even furniture. Acrylic and latex are his preferred medium.

About this Work:
“I was inspired to paint this scene during my own personal bible study of God's grace. Grace really is the unmerited favor of God. So, I wanted to depict a scene that would portray His grace as theologically correct as possible.
 
Most paintings of this subject portray a shepherd on the same mountain slope as the sheep...the shepherd is reaching down the mountain while the sheep, looking healthy, is making his way toward the shepherd. To me, this is biblically inaccurate.
 
My portrayal has the lost sheep completely stranded and utterly ruined. This is because we were all dead in our trespasses and sins, without hope, and separated from God because of our sin. Had it not been for the grace of the loving Shepherd, we would all be doomed to destruction.
 
He draws us to Himself with His staff. Psalm 23 speaks of the comfort of the staff and in John 14, Jesus tells us the Comforter is the Holy Spirit. John 6:44 tells us that no man can come to Jesus except the Father draw him. The Holy Spirit is the means by which we are drawn to Christ.
 
I painted the sheep looking in the opposite direction of the Shepherd because there is none that seeketh after God. Sadly, the natural man, in his natural state, runs from God's light. He loves darkness because his deeds are evil. But, graciously, the Shepherd seeks the sheep even while the sheep has no care or desire for Him.
 
Around the Shepherd's neck is the oil that He would anoint the wounded sheep and the ledge that the Shepherd is standing is a place of life with much greenery and water...everything the sheep would need to sustain his life.
 
To me, this is a picture of God's grace. He gave me something I never deserved. While I was yet a sinner, He died for me. While I ran from Him, He drew me lovingly to Himself, showing me my ruin, and at the same time revealing His beauty and glory giving me a desire to come to Him. Everyone who trusts in Him, He offers eternal life. I love Him only because He first loved me.”
 
 
To see more of Jeremy’s work visit his web site at www.jeremysams.com; also, feel free to visit his blog at: http://jeremysams.blogspot.com/2010/09/painting-complete.html
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