“Rest My Soul” by Gwen Gorby
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About the Artist:
I guess the best way to describe how 'Rest My Soul' came about is to say that I didn't do it, God did. I found the Bible at a "Free, Take One" stand outside of a thrift store. It was beautiful, I had to paint it. My son thought we were stealing it, so I had to explain to him that we would replace it with another Bible…one less weathered. And we did.
 
After I found the Bible, I approached my friend, Orzelle Spencer about posing with it for me to paint. I knew I wanted him to lie across the table and reach for the Bible, but I didn't know what would appear above his hand and Bible until after I had the film developed. The evening I got the film developed, I went to bed at my usual 10 pm and had planned on waking up at 6 am. Instead, I woke up at 3 am and couldn't sleep, so rather than waste time, I decided to go into the living room and try to paint. I got out the photos which I hadn't really even looked at much and started picking out which one I wanted to paint. I had been painting about a half hour before I realized what had happened. The way the light was hitting an outside window made it look like a cross was above the hand and the Bible! I could not have planned it better. So I painted until I had to wake up my son and get ready to go to work. I was 90% finished. The painting felt alive to me. 

I was ecstatic that entire day. That Saturday, I spent a few more hours pretty much trying to figure out why it was so effortless to paint and then I stopped.

I took the painting to work with me to show Orzelle.  A friend of mine saw me walking through the building and asked me to stop so she could look at it. She asked me what I was going to call it and I said I was thinking about the "Light" because of what was happening above the hand…and she said "Rest My Soul". I knew when she said it that was it…it gave both of us chills. Orzelle saw it and was thrilled.

As far as Orzelle goes, I approached him several years ago when I started oil painting and he was one of several people here who let me take his picture to paint. I ended up painting almost every picture of him I took. He is beautiful and his spirit makes him glow. He is a wonderful person and it shows and he appeals to all people. He is full of joy and enjoys spreading it around. We hope the paintings do that was well.
 
 
About the Artist: 
Gwen Gorby was born and raised in the Ohio River Valley. Her mother, Edna Gorby, was an artist and filled their home with a love of art. Gwen graduated from the Ohio State University in 1984 and escaped the bitter winter weather by migrating to the south. She now lives in the countryside near Birmingham, Alabama with her son,
John Gorby Carpenter, and various pets including dogs, goats, chickens and a donkey.
 
The subjects of her paintings and charcoals are found in the people and places she encounters during adventures with Gorby. “In my work, I want to bring the attention of a busy world to something or someone that might otherwise be overlooked... to share those hidden treasures.”
 
To see more of Gwen’s work, visit her web site at http://www.gwengorby.com/

