"Everlasting Arms" by Lené Pienaar 
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About the Artist: 
Pienaar is a South African artist with a heart to let God use her work for His will.  

It didn't start that way though. She began painting in 2000, in the secular commercial arena. She thought it would keep her busy and earn her an income until the Lord had something else for her to do. The early stages were pretty successful though. Only a year after she started painting, Nataniël (a well know South African singer) commissioned her for the cover of a CD of his. And then one after another the doors began to open. It was about 4 years later when she found herself chosen for a project along with a small, handpicked group of some of the world's most renown artists. The project was so big, Oprah was going to showcase it and the who's who of Hollywood would be at the launch. It was her big break into the international art scene. But, alas, a few of the masterminds behind the scenes began a legal feud and pretty soon all that was left was 'on hold until further notice' - and still is.   
And then God... Ah! The words that change everything! Then God intervened in Lené's work for what seemed to be the first time. He asked if she would hand it over to Him, to surrender every ambition and purpose to Him. Well, romantic as that idea sounds, it took her all of 2 years before she withdrew from all the galleries around the country. That was how the exhibition Gates of Glory was born, in blind faith and not a little trepidation. That exhibition changed her world and cemented her determination to surrender her work to an oh-so-much-more-than-worthy God! And may He find pleasure in it all!  

Inspiration for this work: 
This work, Everlasting Arms, was inspired by a revelation she had at least ten years before. It's an idea she's been struggling to converse ever since. It speaks (on the bottom left) of man and all his glory and power that God, with just the breath of His mouth will bring to naught. On the bottom right is a humble little church with the angel of the Lord sheltering it. A stark difference between them indeed! And what makes the difference? That is what the painting is all about - the Everlasting Arms of love!

The top section depicts our Lord, in His most desperate moment, held in surrender (not by the nails) but by the strength of His own love - and the strength of the Father's love for Him. The revelation driving this work from over a decade before is about that inexpressible relationship of love between the Father and the Son. And we are welcomed into those same loving, Everlasting Arms! 
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