[image: image1.jpg]


“Thirst” by Eric Demaret

About the Artist: Eric Demaret is a French sculptor. He starts off with an idea, an experience or a bible verse that he’s been meditating over, puts some music on loud, whacks on the petrol heater and starts twisting and pushing and smoothing the clay into the personification of the image he has seen in his head.  And he’s off – not to be disturbed, as sculpting time is like prayer time – it’s a special time between him and God.  

He became a Christian at the age of 26, in Chile, where he made a living from making and selling his own jewellery.  It was a ‘spiritual adoption’ as he received divine healing and restoration for the hurts and absence of love that he had experienced growing up in his dysfunctional family.

Many of his sculptures convey the theme of his own spiritual transformation, from being a damaged individual into a peaceful, healed and prayerful man.  The sculpture, Soul and Spirit portrays 2 men, one holding up the other, who has fallen to the ground (the downcast soul).  It represents the dynamic relationship of the spirit of man and his soul:

"Why are you downcast, O my soul? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Saviour and my God." Psalms 42v11
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For Eric the standing man represents his spirit, holding on to the truth of God despite the circumstances, thereby detached from the hopelessness felt in his soul.

Eric sculpts in clay, moulds his pieces and produces statues in plaster, resin or bronze, which are then finished with a series of patinas, wax and gold leaf.  The statues are always people, some smooth and polished, some rough and “unfinished’.  New Creation shows a figure with a perfect, golden, upturned face, reflecting the value given to him by God, while the body is ugly, incomplete, missing an arm, not yet totally transformed into Christ’s likeness.

For more information, visit www.ericdemaret-christianart.com

Artist’s Reflection: “Through this sculpture I wanted to represent the invisible: what we experience during prayer and worship, the moment when we are totally wrapped up in him and focused on him.  In a relationship with a living God who speaks His life into us by His Spirit.  He who gave His life for us at the cross has marked us with a seal, represented by the hand pressed down onto the heart and painted in gold leaf to indicate that He has put real value on us, eternal value.  And He fills us abundantly with His presence, which is represented by the gold pouring on to the face.  We reach into the Source of life, Jesus and experience truth though dwelling in Him.  The crown reminds us that in all things we reign with Him.

Thirst

33x24x24cm

13” x9.5” x 8”

Reproduction in marble plaster,

patina finish, 22 carat gold leaf

John 7v37-39, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink, whoever believes in me, streams of living water will flow from within him" 


Ephesians 1v13: "Having believed, you were marked with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession " to the praise of his glory."
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