Collages: A Creative Expression of Faith
"Whatever coaxes us out of hiding, to write, record, and express, is a revolutionary act.  It says that we believe our lives count: our lives do count."
SARK

 

 

I came into my relationship with God at the age of 35 and my life has since been transformed; I am not the person I was before I knew God and for that I am eternally grateful.  As a result, my gratitude drives my continuing and burning need for the creative expression of my faith, and I have found that collages are a great vehicle for this expression.  Collages are works of visual art made from an assemblage of different forms, thus creating a new whole.   Collages are an appropriate form of expression for me because I consider my life a work of God's art: an assemblage of different experiences that He has designed and orchestrated for the purpose of creating a new whole in me.  As a result, my gratitude for God knows no boundaries.  Neither does collaging as there are few rules or limitations with this art form.  I can incorporate any combination of collage elements to illustrate my heart's gratefulness, and the number of artistic tools and techniques available for the assemblage process is endless.  This means that my creative expression can vary widely from piece to piece and evolve as I grow in my understanding of God.  
My goal is to convey my gratitude for God's love and my ability to translate that gratitude into a visual work depends greatly on my understanding of Him.  My relationship with God is what allows me to form a mental image of His essence and translate that essence into a visual representation.  In this regard, my journey with God and my journey into art go hand in hand - to be successful in this effort I must be as familiar with God as I am with the art of collaging.  To be effective as an artist I must learn about collage techniques and experiment with different artistic and design elements.  Similarly, to be effective as a witness to the love of God I must learn everything I can about Him.  Thankfully, I have four specific tools that help in my spiritual education and aid my ability to keep my expression of faith accurate, enlightening and vivid.

1. Prayer allows me to seek God's vision and plan for my creative effort.  Through prayer, I am able to be still and ask for divine guidance, listening intently for His Holy instruction and direction.

2. Scripture keeps me centered and grounded in God's Truths.  In scripture I find sacred verses, key messages and compelling examples that help me keep the visual translation of my inspiration relevant to today's world and consistent to God's character. 

3. God's Spirit provides supernatural wisdom and knowledge regarding my visual translation.  Through God's spirit I am able to create accurate depictions of His nature, and discern among religious symbolism and color palettes for appropriately capturing the essence of His Truths. 

4. Fellowship with other artists who celebrate the creative expression of faith keeps me encouraged, inspired and committed to the journey.  Through interaction and involvement with a community sharing my same interest, feelings and experiences I am emboldened to bare my heart and soul on this level.  

Prayer, scripture, God's Spirit and fellowship strengthen my knowledge of God and my ability to express my faith.  These tools are critical to my spiritual growth.  Likewise, these tools may be critical to the spiritual growth of others.  Elizabeth O'Conner wrote in Letters to Scattered Pilgrims, "Among our primary tools for growth are reflection, self observation, and self-questioning".   The end result of the creative and artistic process is a tangible expression that can be embraced.  Within that embrace lie opportunities to reflect, observe and question.  In this way, a deeper understanding of God may be revealed and discovered.  In this way, one may catch a glimpse of His divinity and see His face reflected through the layers of my effort.  

"The true work of art is but a shadow of the divine perfection".

Michelangelo

 

 

 

About the Artist:  Kristen Clark is a successful collage artist, and the owner and founder of His Witness Ministries.  Additionally, she has spent 11 years in the marketing department of a Fortune 100 technology company, and her success in business has aided her success in ministry and in her artistic endeavors.  You can contact Kristen by email at kristens@hiswitness.org.  Visit her web site at www.hiswitness.org and explore her inspirational collages.  
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