Collages: More Than Just Magazine Cut Outs

 

I was at a young age when I was first introduced to the world of collages.  In elementary school, I often took home collage assignments and participated in group collage projects.  They were fun and delightful escapes from math and reading as I enjoyed experimenting with the pieces and lay-out.  Even then I was intrigued by color and design.
As an adult, collages play an important role in my creative expression, and I marvel at how collage techniques have evolved since I was a child.  The truth is that collages are more than just magazine cut outs.  As a result, I find myself constantly looking for new and creative elements to include in my collage art.  It's become a fun obsession!

If you are new to collage as an art form, then welcome.  If you are an old friend to the craft, and simply stuck in a rut, then I empathize as I've been there too!  Either way, if you're anything like me, you're constantly looking for tips and ideas and new ways to approach the collage process as your vehicle for creative expression.  With that said, I invite you to consider these fun collage ideas.  I'm confident you'll be intrigued by at least one.

1. Add dimension with bows and dried or silk flowers, (but be mindful of depth for framing purposes) 

2. Use "found" elements like jewels and pottery shards 

3. Balance light-weight and translucent papers with thicker elements such as card board or cork board 

4. Experiment with painting techniques like crackling, distressing and graining 

5. Center your design around an original photograph as the focal point and theme 

6. Enhance your design with basic scrap booking techniques, including rubber stamping and punch-outs 

7. Apply an odd number of elements to make a more dynamic composition 

8. Combine paint mediums like acrylics, watercolors, enamels, inks, oils, and stains 

9. Include text, printed or hand-written, to add visual appeal and convey sentiments 

10. Incorporate different textiles like felt, yarn, and fabric 

Art is meant to be creative and fun.  Stretch yourself by trying something you've not tried before. Most importantly, express yourself!  I dare you not to.

About the Artist:  Kristen Clark is a successful collage artist, and the owner and founder of His Witness Ministries.  Additionally, she has spent 11 years in the marketing department of a Fortune 100 technology company, and her success in business has aided her success in ministry and in her artistic endeavors.  You can contact Kristen by email at kristens@hiswitness.org.  Visit her web site at www.hiswitness.org and explore her inspirational collages.  
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