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Whether songwriting is a new adventure for you, or you have been writing for a lifetime but want to elevate your business to the next level, song-writing competitions may be something for you to consider.  Songwriting contests provide opportunities to expose your music and talents to a broader audience while providing great vehicles for creating your own promotional buzz.  Additionally, song-writing competitions can be helpful in assessing skill level and marketability. 

But, some songwriting contests are better than others.  With limited resources in terms of time and funding, it helps to be picky about the contests you enter and make sure they will deliver the best return on your investment. With that said, it’s also helpful to know what the judges of these competitions look for.

Lawrence J. Clark has entered and judged his share of song-writing contests.  He is a member of the Houston Association of Acoustic Musicians, through which his songs have been published on compilation CDs, and he has six years of experience as a voting judge for the annual My Texas Music competition.  More recently he joined the National Academy of Recording Artists and Sciences as a voting member, and he has provided song critiques and workshops sponsored by CLASS and through His Witness Ministries.  He knows that, in general, judges look for the following in selecting winning songs:

· An interesting story, told in a new and compelling way
· Well-written lyrics with a catchy hook
· An original melody and solid song structure
· Strong musical and performance talent 
· High levels of overall production quality

The songwriting business is hugely competitive and it’s the interesting story that gets the attention.  Judges look for stories that are timeless and relevant to a large audience, but told in a new and compelling way.  Also, judges listen for stories that are told well, with lyrics that rhyme in the correct places and sound natural to sing (rather than a myriad of words all garbled up to fit in one line).  And winning songs replace clichés with a new and unforgettable hook.  

The song’s melody and structure are equally important.  A winning song will sound like none-other in terms of tune and arrangement.  Also, harmonies need to be in the right places (and with the right notes) and compliment the song style; they shouldn’t overpower the main vocals or message. Usage of licks and leads is equally important, meaning that instrumentals also need to fit the song style and not compete with the vocals.

Finally, judges listen for product quality.  There’s no need to spend thousands of dollars on studio time for a contest, but the recording quality needs to be clear, with the vocals up front so you can hear the lyrics easily.
If you’ve never entered a songwriting competition, why not give it a try?  You can start today by entering the Texas Christian Songwriter Association competition.  Check http://www.texascsa.com for details and best of luck to you! 
