Resources for Writers – written by Kristen Clark


Lawrence J. Clark is one of those writers who is always working to improve his skill.  He is constantly investing in and developing his literary talents and he takes advantage of every opportunity to perfect his craft.  In addition to having taught writing at the university level, he attends conferences, participates in associations, networks with experts across the country and hobnobs with friends and colleagues who share his passion for writing.  

And he reads.  His is a home filled with bookshelves (none of which are empty) and his nightstand is littered with books and magazines he holds dear to his heart.  You know the kind - the ones with the worn covers and hand-penned notes in the margins, highlighted sentences in various chapters, and two or three bookmarks between the covers.  These are the resources he relies on; these are his tools of the trade.  They are the resources that have helped shape him into the successful writer that he is today.


“Let the wise listen and add to their learning, and let the discerning get guidance.” 
Proverbs 1:5



Here are a few of the books I found in his stash:
· A Field of Words by Janet McCann and Sybil Estess
· Book Proposals That $ell, 21 Secrets to Speed Your Success by W. Terry Whalin
· Christian Writer’s Market Guide, The Essential Reference Tool for the Christian Writer by Sally E. Stuart
· Essentials of the Theory of Fiction edited by Michael Hoffman and Patrick Murphy
· How to Read Novels Like a Professor, A Jaunty Exploration of the World’s Favorite Literary Form by Thomas C. Foster
· Now Write! Fiction Writing Exercises from Today’s Best Writers and Teachers by Sherri Ellis
· On Writing, A Memoir of the Craft by Stephen King
· Points of View: An Anthology of Short Stories edited by James Moffett and Kenneth R. McElheny
· Putting It On Paper, The Ground Rules for Creating Promotional Pieces That Sell Books by Dawn Josephson
· Reading Like a Writer, A Guide for People Who Love Books and for Those Who Want to Write Them by Francine Prose
· Screenplay by Syd Field
· Screenwriting 434 by Lew Hunter
· The Art of Attention, A Poet’s Eye by Donald Revell
· The Complete Guide to Christian Writing and Speaking by Susan Titus Osborn
· The Elements of Style by William Strunk Jr. and E.B. White
· Writing Down the Bones (or anything by) Natalie Goldberg
 
I also found the following magazines:
· Advanced Christian Writer
· AWP – Associated Writing Programs
· Christian Communicator
· Poets & Writers Magazine
· Writer’s Digest
 

I asked what words of wisdom Lawrence would give to someone interested in becoming a successful writer.  He had much to offer on this subject:

"First, read.  Second, read more.  Third, read some more.  Read lots of different kinds of writing – magazine, newspapers, and books.  Read books for fun, self-improvement and research, and most of all read really good literature such as novels and short stories.  Don’t just read what’s popular today, but also read classic literature. By reading the stories and poems considered to be the best of the best, you will improve your knowledge of literature in general, increase your vocabulary, and find some excellent models for your own writing. 

Then, after you have read, find a writer that you really like and try to emulate that author.  Try to emulate his or her theme, writing style or character types.  Then, just start writing, and keep writing.

Also, take some writing courses, join a writing group, and attend writing workshops and conferences.  But make sure you read.  Read books and magazines that are written for writers and about writing.  

Finally, let me caution you; publishing something does not make you a great writer.  Lot’s of garbage gets published everyday.  However, if publishing is a goal, then look for opportunities to publish your work.  But you should not write only in the hopes of being published.  Write because you WANT to; write because you NEED to write and you will never be disappointed."
  


“Instruct a wise man and he will be wiser still;
teach a righteous man and he will add to his learning.”
Proverbs 9:9

